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1. 2022/23 SBNSW Board Structure 

 
The 105th Annual General Meeting of the Snooker & Billiards New South Wales 

Incorporated, abbrev SBNSW, was held in person and via online video conference – using 

Microsoft Teams on Monday 4 December 2023, commencing at 7 pm. 

The following members were duly elected as the Association’s Office Bearers for 2022/23 

Director  -  Alex Render 

Director - David Waller 

Director - Carlie Tait 

Director - Greg Jenkins 

Director - Peter Tankard 

Director - David McMahon 

Director - Todd Hayward 
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1.1 Primary Areas of Focus 
 
 

Billiards Peter Tankard, Andy DeHaan, David 
McMahon 

Snooker David Waller 

Women’s Snooker Carlie Tait 

Coaching & Juniors Greg Jenkins 

ABSC Executive Alex Render 

Referees Gary Knight, Frank Galanos 

Finance, Membership & Assets Alex Render, David Waller 

Media, Public Relations Alex Render 

Governance Alex Render, David Waller 
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2. CHAIRMAN & SECRETARY REPORT 2022/23 
 

Presented by Alex Render for AGM 4/12/2023  

 
Welcome to everyone to the 106th Annual General Meeting of Snooker and Billiards NSW. I am 

thrilled to address you as the Chairman of Snooker and Billiards NSW, and I want to express my 

excitement for the progress and opportunities that lie ahead of us. It is an incredible honor to be a 

part of this vibrant community in NSW, and I am honored by the trust you have placed in me.  

 

As we move forward, I am fully committed to leading our organisation to new heights, fostering 

excellence, and ensuring that our members have every opportunity to thrive in Snooker and 

Billiards. Together, we can achieve more and more so I welcome new faces to step forward and 

join our team in some shape or form. 

 

I firmly believe that the best is yet to come, and I look forward to working alongside all of you to 

make our vision a reality. I am also excited about the alignment with the Australian Billiards and 

Snooker Council (ABSC) and the relationships we continue to build with our clubs and sponsors.  

 

Membership and Participation  

Our Snooker and Billiards community has experienced a remarkable growth with a nearly 15% 

increase in memberships over the past year. This substantial rise is a testament to the enthusiasm 

and engagement of our members in NSW and underscores our commitment to fostering a vibrant 

and inclusive environment for cue sports enthusiasts. We look forward to continuing this positive 

momentum and providing even more opportunities for our members to enjoy and excel in the sport. 

In the new year we will shift some focus to Club and Affiliate memberships as well as introducing 

a social membership category. Participation statistics are below. 
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Clubs and Venues  

We are thrilled to see a small resurgence in the dedication to our sport within our region. Clubs 

across New South Wales are making a conscious effort to reinstate Snooker and Billiards tables, 

and they're doing it with a strong commitment to providing high-quality conditions. These efforts 

are paramount in helping our up-and-coming players condition themselves to compete on a world-

class level.  

 

The passion and dedication of our clubs and players are truly commendable. By creating top playing 

environments, we are not only nurturing our local talent but also positioning ourselves to shine on 

the international stage. Venues like Mounties, Seven Hills RSL and St George Basin have been 

progressive in moving to Shender (or Shender top) tables. This has been evident with the staging 

of the WSF World Championships at Mounties earlier in the year.  

 

Tournaments and Events  

Snooker and Billiards NSW continues to shine with the staging of many events for our members. 

Between Snooker, Billiards, Women’s and Junior events it is a real challenge to make room in our 

busy calendars, yet alone try to coordinate dates with other cue sports events i.e. Pool. 

 

 This year saw the staging of the WSF World Snooker Championship at Mounties which attracted 

close to 200 entrants from Australia and the World. Coupled with events like the WWS Australian 

Open, Bob Hawke AC Australian Open and a range of State Snooker and Billiards Championships, 

it has been an amazing year.  

 

Government Relations and Funding 

 Snooker and Billiards NSW is a recognised State Sporting Organisation in NSW Government and 

is therefore eligible for annual funding. The amount of funding we have received (outside special 

grants) has been $5,000 per year. This is barely enough to help keep the lights on. The new NSW 

Labour Government had made pre-election commitments to increase funding. This will require 

some additional work for us, and we will need to meet certain outcomes like increasing 

participation for Women as well as strengthening governance. 

 

 Within the guidelines of the new funding in future years, some of the outcomes the NSW 

Government is requiring are as follows but not limited to:  
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• ‘Plan to increase female representation on the Board of the organisation to meet gender equity 

targets and to encourage affiliates to achieve the same’ and; 

• ‘Plan to move to equal prizemoney for events where this is controlled by the organisation.’ 

 

Development Programs 
 Over the year we have been committed to coordinating various clinics for coaching and referee 

development. We will continue to build on the good work already with additional focus in the new 

year on programs for disability. We will aim to work with the ABSC body to align with various 

national programs and ensure NSW has representation on various sub-committees. 

 

Our Partnerships  

Our partnerships with clubs, sponsors, NSW Government, and other governing bodies in our Sport 

is critical for our success. The Board has been committed to strengthening these partnerships and 

will continue to be a key focus area for us. I see great opportunities in stronger alignment and 

collaboration with the ABSC and other State Associations. The opportunities to share ideas and 

resources is incredible, we just need people to be open minded and help make this happen. 

 

A special call out to CL&S as the sponsor of record for the ABSC. Without their support Australia 

and NSW would not have the opportunity to experienced better playing conditions through the 

supply of equipment such as cloths and balls for our National and key State events. I would also 

like to thank all the NSW Clubs that have hosted and sponsored our events in the year. Thank you 

in particular to Mounties, Blacktown Workers, Club Marconi, Commercial Club Albury, Hornsby 

RSL, Guildford Leagues, Wentworthville Leagues, Central Coast Leagues and Gosford RSL.  

 

Acknowledgements  

Thanks must go to the great team we have on the Board and all the non-board members that have 

contributed through the year. You all know who you are and at the risk of missing names I will 

leave it at that. A big thank you team. Once again thank you for being an integral part of Snooker 

and Billiards NSW, and here's to the remarkable journey that awaits us! I look forward to working 

with you all in the new year. 

 
Alex Render  
Chairman, Snooker & Billiards NSW Inc 
 4/12/2023 
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3. SNOOKER REPORT 2022/23 
Presented by David Waller for AGM 4/12/2023 

 
2022 Fred Osbourne Snooker Classic –  29/31 July 

Hosted by Commercial Club Albury 

Winner – Cale Barrett 

Runner Up – Adrian Law 

Highest break – Hassan Kerde 127 

 

2022 NSW State Snooker Championship – 19/21 August 

Hosted by Club Marconi 

Winner – Hassan Kerde 

Runner Up – Sebastian Zhang 

Highest break – Hassan Kerde 84 

 

2022 Club Marconi South Pacific Open Snooker 16/18 September 

Hosted by Club Marconi 

Winner – Hassan Kerde 

Runner Up – Roger Fairbrother 

Highest break – Roger Fairbrother 97 

 

2022 NSW State U21 Snooker & Billiards Championships Snooker 16/18 September 

Hosted by Blacktown Workers Club 

Snooker Winner – Zachary Hilton Runner Up – Tristan Lau 

Billiards: Riley Core def Tristan Lau in a 1 hour timed game 

 

2022 Bob Hawke AC Memorial Australian Open Snooker Championship 6/9 October 

Hosted by Mounties 

Winner – Steve Mifsud 

Runner Up – Roger Fairbrother 

Highest break – Chi Kin Yeung 134 
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2022 NSW Reventon Hat Trick Snooker Series 29/30 October 

Hosted by Blacktown Workers Club -  

Winner - David Wright  

Runner Up - Peter Quinlivan  

Highest break – Kiah Bloomfield 62 

 

2022 NSW State Doubles Snooker Championship –  19/20 November 

Hosted by Wenty Leagues Club 

Winner – Alvan Chan/ Sebastian Zhang 

Runner Up – Mick Sharp / Sam Delia 

Highest Break – Alvan Chan/ Sebastian Zhang - 80 

 

2023 Australian Under 18 Billiards Championship – 2/7 January  

Jayden Dinga def Joshua Hands 

2023 Australian Under 18 Snooker Championship 

Jayden Dinga def Sean Dempsey  

2023 Australian Under 16 Billiards Championship 

Jackson Agale def Cylas Jackson 

2023 Australian Under 16 Snooker Championship 

Jason Yu def Lily Meldrum  

2023 Australian Under 12 Snooker Championship 

Austin Huang def Liam Nolan  

2023 Australian Junior Teams Challenge 

Qld def WA/SA 

All hosted by Commercial Club Albury 

 

2023 NSW State Masters Snooker Championship –  3/5 March 

Hosted by Club Marconi 

Winner – Chi Kin Yeung 

Runner Up – Roger Fairbrother 

Highest break – Joe Minici 82 

 

2023 Asia Pacific Seniors Championship – 23/26 March  

Hosted by Commercial Club Albury 

Winner – Adrian Ridley  
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Runner Up – Joe Minici 

Highest break – Adruan Law 109 

 

2023 NSW State Junior Snooker & Billiards Championships – 22/23 April 

U18 Snooker -  Cooper Thomson def Zachary Hilton 3-1 

U16 Snooker - Zachary Hilton def Luke Bofinger 

U 18 Billiards 1 Hour - Cooper Thomson def Christiano De Azevedo 

Hosted by Hornsby RSL 

 

2023 NSW State Minor Snooker Championship – 6/7 May 

Hosted by Mounties 

Winner – Chi Kin Yueng  

Runner Up – David Wright 

Highest break – Ying Jin 99 

 

2023 Ian Chappell Blacktown Workers Classic –  26/28 May 

Hosted by Blacktown Workers Club 

Winner – James Mifsud 

Runner Up – Roger Fairbrother 

Highest break – James Mifsud 98 

 

 
 
David Waller  
Events Director, Snooker & Billiards NSW Inc 
15 October 2023 
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4. WOMEN’SSNOOKER REPORT 2022/23 

Presented by Carlie Tait for AGM 4/12/2023 

2022 NSW Women’s State Snooker Championships - September 

The event was once again sponsored by the host venue, Guildford Leagues Club. The event was 

successfully staged, with a total of 11 entrants. 

Winner: Carlie Tait 

Runner Up: Dianne Merritt 

 

2023 Australian Under 18 Girls Snooker Championships - January 

Held in conjunction with the Mitchell Billiards Cup Australian Junior Teams Challenge, and the 

Australian Junior 

(U12, U16, U18) Snooker & Billiards Championships at the Commercial Club, Albury. 

The U18 Girls Championships had 5 entrants. 

Winner: Lilly Meldrum 

Runner Up: Roxie Cooper 

 

2023 Asia Pacific Junior Women’s Snooker Championship & Asia Pacific Women’s 

Snooker Championship – January/February  

A World Women’s Snooker ranking event, operated by the Asia Pacific Snooker & Billiards 

Federation and the Australian Billiards & Snooker Council. Entry open to female players from all 

over the world. Held in conjunction with the World Snooker Federation Junior & Open 

Championships at Mounties Club in Mount Pritchard. 

The Juniors Women’s event had 5 entries, whilst the Women’s event had 28 entries. 

Winner (Junior Women’s) Ploychompoo Laokiatphong (Thailand) 

Runner Up – Lilly Meldrum (Australia) 

Winner (Women’s) - Ploychompoo Laokiatphong (Thailand) 

Runner Up - Siripaporn Nuanthakhamjan (Thailand) 

 

June 2023 – NSW State Women’s Minor Snooker Championship 

The event was once again sponsored by host venue, Gosford RSL. The event was successfully staged, 

with a total of 6 entrants, most of whom were first time entrants. 

Winner: Sharon Benson 

Runner Up: Chia Ern (Krystal) Aw 
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Other highlights & activities 

• Continued strong collaboration with the Australian Billiards & Snooker Council and World 

Women’s Snooker, to ensure high-quality events for women are available regularly in 

Australia, and NSW. 

• Plans are in progress for future projects in 2023-24, including a handicapped snooker 

tournament  and fundraising event – Women 4 Women. The theme of this event is 

‘empowering women’ – by introducing handicaps to an event, we hope to empower more 

women by increasing confidence and improving results. Teamed with a charity ‘Dress for 

Success’, who focus on empowering women by assisting them back into the workforce. 
 

Carlie Tait  
Women’s Snooker Sub Committee, Snooker & Billiards NSW Inc 
10 October 2023 
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5. COACHING AND JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2022/23 
Presented by Greg Jenkins for AGM 4/12/2023 

Coaching Development 
We have held some more coaching accreditation clinics and increased our numbers for 
snooker coaches. 1 from ACT Canberra, 1 from Wollongong and 1 from Sydney. I am 
planning to hold another in November and will send the committee a draft as well an online 
accreditation for a new player in Coffs Harbour. 
 
Activities & Initiatives 
One of our coaches, Mark Harper has been busy with his students at school using the 4 
foldaway tables at his school Seven Hills High. The students regularly use the tables and 
are having fun learning and playing. Mark also has a number of players he teaches that vary 
from 8 years old up to one lady over 70. He loves teaching and clearly has a gift for it. 
 
Another coach Malcolm Winter has been visiting a retirement facility and providing some 
assistance to residents who thoroughly enjoy learning snooker skills.  
 
I have submitted quite several coaching videos to Alex for review and to be posted on our 
website for reference to all our members and visitors. 
 
Junior Development 
Prior to the State U21 state titles, a coaching clinic was held at Blacktown Workers Club. A 
new first event player used this as an opportunity to gain some valuable skills. He was very 
grateful and vowed to continue seeking advice. 
 
I can confirm that one of our best Juniors, Zac Hilton will be going to China at the end of 
October to attend the International Snooker academy in Yushan. Zak is going for 1 month 
and will no doubt gain some wonderful knowledge and improve his skills. 
 
Activities & Initiatives 
I am in talks with a lady who has up to 20 exchange students from China who would like to 
have a coaching and a friendly competition day in the January school holidays. Their ages 
are from 10 to 18. I have mentioned it to Seven Hills RSL, who have asked for a proposal 
with details of the day and look forward to hosting it. More details to follow… 
 

Greg Jenkins  
Director, Coaching and Development, Snooker & Billiards NSW Inc 
13 October 2023 

 

 

6. BILLIARDS REPORT 2022/23 
Presented by Peter Tankard for AGM 4/12/2023 
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2023 was our first year post-covid that did not have overhanging events and was more or less a 

normal year, except that the Minici/Pearson duopoly was finally broken after a decade of sharing 

the lollies between them. In the final event of 2022 we saw Roger Farebrother, perennial semi-

finalist breakthrough for a maiden win in the State Major Timed event at Hornsby RSL, against 

an under-prepared Michael Pearson. While Michael looked below his spectacular best Roger rose 

to the occasion playing solid scoring billiards. Roger held his nerve to lift the Les Hayes Cup by a 

margin of 500-449  

 

Continuing the roll call of semi-finalists that almost get there Andy De Haan finally put his hands 

on the Keith Lord Cup, the oldest trophy in our cabinet for the State Minors Billiards (timed). 

This storied trophy contains the names of every great Billiards players in NSW since 1956. You 

can only win it once so there are 67 names that will live on in the annals of top-level billiards in 

this state. This was Andy’s fourth final and he was wondering if he would ever get there. Dirk 

Hellenbroich pushed him all the way in what was a tense and close final, 321-299  

 

At the same venue Central Coast Leagues Club we also hosted the Ladies State Minor Billiards 

won by a returning superstar of cue sports Tanya Harrison over Monica Brettle, both ladies in 

their first state level billiards final, 101-66.  

 

Tanya went on to prove that this was no fluke by taking out the Minor/Major double in her first 

year of return to competitive play, defeating Kenny Chandra in the final. It was Kenny’s first 

Billiards event and only Tanya’s second, a testament to how the game is growing in popularity 

for women.  

 

Joe Minici won the sports blue riband event, the State Major (timed) at Blacktown Worker’s 

Club. This was his fifteenth win in this event. The win means he has won this event at least once 

in every decade for the last five decades, his first win coming in 1989. An achievement 

unequalled in any sport in NSW and possibly Australia. He defeated Hassan Kerde who en route 

to the final knocked off the other entrenched finalist Michael Pearson.  

 

Guildford Leagues Club once again hosted the State Minor Point Score event. In an 

uncharacteristic display of consistency Peter Tankard entered the event as top seed, finished the 
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round robin in first place and won the final against the best player yet to win a state title Gene 

Crossingham. It’s a matter of when, not if, for Gene who is always thereabouts at the pointy end 

of billiards tournaments. In winning Peter has now completed the double of the Minor events, the 

fourth player to do so and joins the elite company of Ron Tulloch, George Chammas and Adwin 

Teh.  

 

The final state level event for 2023 was the Major Point Score event , sponsored by STM Trucks 

and Machinery at Club Marconi. It produced one of the most remarkable sights in Billiards; both 

Joe Minici and Michael Pearson watching the final from the bleachers. It is the first time Michael 

has failed to reach the final since the inception of this event. The winner Todd Hayward claimed 

his first major State Title and he did it the hard way, defeating three official Legends of NSW cue 

sports; Mike Pearson in the quarters, Joe Minici in the semis and defending champion Roger 

Farebrother in the final 401-349.  

 

We now look forward to our international event the Sydney Open Billiards at Club Marconi on 

the first weekend of November. World number 1 Peter Gilchrist has confirmed his attendance and 

we expect he will once again show us that despite our best efforts we still have a lot to learn.  

 

Billiards in NSW is flourishing and growing each year, with both men and women enjoying the 

competition and the social side of the game. There is a real fraternity amongst billiards players 

which does not exist in other cue sports with players helping each other to become their best 

while sharing banter and a laugh afterwards, or even during the games.  

 

Special thanks to our Champion TD Steve Cowie without whom none of this would be possible. 

It’s not a real tournament unless Steve shouts “You’re on the clock” 

 

 

Peter Tankard  
Billiards Sub Committee, Snooker & Billiards NSW Inc 
28h September 20223 
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7. TREASURER’S REPORT 2022/23 
Presented by Alex Render for AGM 4/12/2023 

 

I am pleased to provide the Annual Financial Statements and summary report for the period 1/7/2022 

– 30/06/2023.  

 

Supporting this summary report is the profit and loss statement and balance sheet organised by 

Snooker and Billiards NSW Inc. Detailed event breakdowns can be supplied at the request of any 

financial member at any time.  

 

NSW has seen some good growth in the year with new members joining and competing in our events. 

Membership revenue in the financial year was lower than projected due to extended memberships 

from the Covid-19 period. Membership fees for full members was increased to $60 for next financial 

year and we expect revenue for membership to normalize over $10,000 per year. The Board 

introduced merchandise sales in the year which saw new expenses of approximately $5,000 which has 

been close to recovered through shirt (polo) sales. We still hold stock on hand and expect to make a 

small profit from merchandise sales.  

 

The Board has found the use of online selling working well and intends to expand online sales to 

other merchandise in the future. Snooker and Billiards NSW continues to work with NSW 

Government to secure grant funding. In the financial year we received our standard $5,000 grant 

payment which was expended in full on operational costs such as insurances, subscriptions, website 

hosting and referee development. This year saw Labour return into NSW Government and the State 

Budget is expecting to invest more into NSW Sport in the following 3 financial years. Subject to 

meeting criteria and compliance, we are in a good position to secure additional annual funding in 

FY23- 24 onwards.  

 

The preparation of the financial statements is supported by an annual review of the accounts which 

was prepared by Dennis Wong. An associated letter is attached to this report. 

 
Alex Render 
Treasurer - Snooker and Billiards NSW 
4 December 2023 
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8. ABSC Ranking 
 

ABSC Ranking 1 July 2022 – 30 June 2023 
 
ABSC International, National Championships & Ranking Events (NSW Players) 
 
ABSC International, National Championships & Ranking Event Venues 
 

 

https://absc.com.au/snooker-rankings
https://absc.com.au/snooker-rankings
https://absc.com.au/results
https://www.snookernsw.com/clubs-search
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9. NSW REFEREES REPORT 2022/23 
Presented by Gay Knight for AGM 4/12/2023 

Members, I’m pleased to present my fourth annual report as your State Director of Referees, 

which covers the financial year ending 30/06/23. 

Firstly, it was extremely pleasing for all that Covid-19 did not have the impact upon our lives as 

in recent years, enabling the Board to plan and schedule a full calendar of events and activities for 

our Sport which were able to be successfully held throughout the year. This included at least 32 

events (WSF, APSBF, National, State) – and one main reason each of those events was 

successful is because of the important support and assistance provided by the NSW Referees 

involved. 

 

Collectively, a total of just 18 (33%) of our NSW Referees regularly put their hands up and made 

themselves available to officiate during these 32 events. However, this overall participation rate is 

extremely low and clearly demonstrates how our Sport is currently reliant upon the services of a 

committed and enthusiastic few who are willing to regularly apply themselves to the role of  

Referee and assist organisers to stage such events successfully. Whether at the various local 

Sydney venues, or travelling interstate, or perhaps internationally, I once again extend my sincere 

gratitude to every one of those 18 Referees for providing their time and passionate response to 

events staged during 2022/23.  

 

Summary of NSW Referees (+ACT)  

 

Total number of Referees as at 30/06/2 49 

+ new Referees from training workshops 10 

Less retired, death, etc. 5 5 

Referees at 30/06/23 54 

 

New accreditations obtained during 2022/23 training workshops totalled 10 which is a 

pleasing result, and there are still a few candidates who deferred their assessments for 

personal reasons. However, these were offset by the loss of 5 existing Referees primarily for 

health-related issues and no longer being interested. This is further compounded by others 

dealing with severe medical and age-related restrictions which will likely see their retirement 
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during next financial year. The total number of NSW certified referees as at 30/06/23 was 54 

(including ACT). A breakdown of this number by Region is provided below: 
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Initial response to strategies devised in the post-Covid period at increasing our certified 

referees has been very positive to date. Four separate training workshops have now been 

conducted utilizing our own self-developed program, which continues to be updated and 

tweaked as we proceed.  

 

Two referee training workshops were conducted during 2022/23. One at Ramsgate RSL in 

Nov-Dec 2022 for six candidates, with four successfully obtaining their Class 3 Snooker & 

Billiards certification, with the other two not completing the course. The second workshop at 

Club Forster in May 2023 for eight candidates was not as successful, with one not completing 

the course, four failing their assessment and three deferring their assessment for personal 

reasons.  

 

A total of 25 candidates have now attended our training workshops with each providing very 

positive feedback on the overall format and program content. We are receiving a good 

response to the SBNSW website “Expression of Interest in Becoming a Referee” online 

option, and it is generating a steady stream of contacts for our ideal goal of one training 

workshop every six months. Importantly, these workshops represent the first formalised and 

coordinated Referee training activity conducted by SBNSW in the Sydney area for many, 
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many years. On that basis alone, the steps taken to date by the Board and training facilitators 

can be regarded as successful and a sound platform upon which to build further.  

 

Training workshops will continue to be planned and organised subject to the level of 

Expressions of Interest and enquiries received through the SBNSW website or by contacting 

the State Director of Referees. 

 

Highlights for 2022/23: 

 

Congratulations to Gareth King, who received his upgrade to Class 

2 in September 2022 and promptly celebrated by officiating the 

Final of the South Pacific Open Snooker later that same afternoon. 

But three weeks later it was to get even better still, when Gareth 

was selected to control his very first Bob Hawke Australian Open 

Snooker Final. Well done, Jim!  

 

Congratulations to new Referees Greg Aghayan (Class 3 Snooker 

& Billiards) and Patrick Gauci (Class 3 Snooker) who graduated 

from the training workshop conducted at Hornsby RSL, with their 

assessments completed in August/September 2022. Welcome 

aboard.  

 

Tim Hilton and Kelvyn Marshall are also to be congratulated. Both 

have demonstrated a great deal of passion and commitment towards 

the role since obtaining their Class 3 

Snooker certification in December 2021 and have now successfully 

added Class 3 Billiards, which results in full Class 3 Snooker & 

Billiards status. Very well done to both. Tim Hilton was also 

recognised for his overall progress by being appointed to control 

the U18 Snooker Final at this year’s Australian Junior 

Championships at Albury.   
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It’s great to see some activity from our ACT neighbours with four new Referees certified in 

November 2022 all welcome additions to our ranks. Congratulations to Ken Bromley 

(Class 3 Snooker & Billiards), Fred Johnson (Class 3 Billiards), Nick Payne (Class 3 

Snooker & Billiards), and Ian Rayson (Class 3 Snooker & Billiards). Welcome to the team 

guys.  

 

Our training workshop in November last year at Ramsgate RSL produced four new 

Referees. Congratulations to Hal Benson, Marko Celin, Mike Fogg and David Waller who 

each qualified for Class 3 Snooker & Billiards. Best wishes to all on your future refereeing 

careers. • Janice Orr (Class 3 Snooker) at Albury is another recent certification. 

Congratulations Janice.  

 

The major international competition for 2023 was undoubtedly the WSF Open Snooker & 

WSF U18 Snooker, which also incorporated an Asia Pacific-WWS event for the ladies. 

This was a fantastic 12 days of snooker held at Mounties which featured some of the 

world’s leading amateur players. Approximately 15 international 

Referees were involved, with 6 Referees from interstate and only five from NSW selected 

to officiate during this event. 

Congratulations to those five:  David Battersby, Gareth King, Gary Knight, Kelvyn 

Marshall, and Trevor Webber.   
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Gareth King and Gary Knight received invitations from the NZBSA 

to attend the APSBF Open Snooker & 6 Reds Snooker in Auckland 

NZ in April. Both received the honour of refereeing a Final; Gary 

the 6 Reds and Gareth the Open, which was his first international 

Final. Another first, Jim, you’re certainly building up an impressive 

resume!  

 

Congratulations to Ballina’s Ray McNaughton who turned 95 on 

May 9th this year. Ray is still very much an active Referee at the 

local RSL club and members greatly appreciate his spritely 

contributions. So much so, that they surprised him with a birthday 

cake to mark the special occasion. I wonder just how many of us 

will still be pulling on the white gloves at a similar age? 

 

Congratulations to David Battensby, who officiated his first State 

Final in the State Major Billiards (Timed), and Glen Wallace, who 

officiated his first State Final in the State Minor Billiards (Timed).  

 

Phil Gunns deserves special mention for his effort during the year 

in officiating in five separate Finals (State Seniors Snooker, State 

Minors Snooker, State Snooker, State Women’s Snooker, Sydney 

Open Billiards). Keep up the high standards Phil. 

 

In closing, Referees will always be just as big a part of our Sport as the players. Therefore, 

enquiries from anyone wishing to know more about becoming a certified Referee would 

always be warmly received and I can be contacted directly or via the Referees’ section on the 

SBNSW website. I look forward to hearing from all members interested in supporting our 

great Sport. Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy 2023-24 financial year. 

 
Gary Knight 
State Director of Referees - Snooker and Billiards NSW 
28h September 2023 
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10. MAJOR SPONSORS & AND SUPPORTERS IN 2022/23 

 
Special thanks to all our sponsors and hosting partners for their valued support and assistance 

throughout 2022/23. We look forward to their continued support and the opportunity to 

strengthen our relationships further in 2023-24. 
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11. 2022/23 AGM Minutes 
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Prepared by 
Peter Quinlivan 
Volunteer- Snooker and Billiards NSW 
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12. Audit of Financial records FYE June 2022 
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13. SBNSW Balance Sheet FYE June 2023 
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14. SBNSW Profit and Loss FYE June 2023 
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15. Member Post Event Surveys & Feedback 

 In 2022 we began sending surveys to all participants & officials following each NSW event. By collecting 
this information & feedback from our members, we are better able to meet expectations and improve our 
planning, communications & processes for future events. 
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